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DISTRICT 20 SETS PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS IMPLEMENTING  
TRANSPORTATION FEES IN FALL 2012 
 
The Academy District 20 Board of Education will conduct a public hearing at 4 p.m., Oct. 20, 
2011, to discuss possibly implementing a fee for transportation services beginning in fall 2012. 
Colorado statute requires a public hearing before the board can vote on whether to implement 
a fee. School districts are required by law to provide free transportation only to special 
education students for whom transportation is a related service on an individualized education 
plan. 
 
A fee for transportation services was recommended by a Transportation Task Force after 
months of study in 2010-2011. The revenue generated by a fee would offset a portion of the 
cost of transporting nearly 6,500 students in the district and would result in keeping more 
money in the district’s general fund. If the board votes to implement fees, the anticipated 
revenue would mean a savings of about $700,000 annually in the general fund. Additional 
general fund dollars benefit students in classrooms. 
 

The district transportation department already implemented measures for the 2011-12 school 
year that will result in savings of $550,000 in the current budget year. The district currently 
spends $6 million annually on transportation. The state reimburses the district for a portion of 
the cost, leaving Academy District 20 to cover $4 million. 
 
The proposed fee amount recommended by the Transportation Task Force is 50 cents per ride 
for most students and possibly a 60-cent per ride fee for students who are using the district’s 
choice transportation system.  
 

A brief presentation about transportation services and the current efficiency plan will be held at 
the beginning of the Oct. 20 hearing. The board will then hear public comments. The public 
hearing precedes the regular Academy District 20 Board of Education meeting and will be held 
at the district Education and Administration Center, 1110 Chapel Hills Drive. The board will not 
vote on whether to implement a transportation fee until its regular meeting Nov. 10. 
 
 
 
 


